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process. The nomination was made by the bishop,
but the approbation of the community was necessary
to the validity of the choice.1 A general law of the
Church is, that the inferior never elects his superior.
This it is which in our own day, in the midst of the
absolutely contrary tendency of modern democracy,
endows the Church with so great an energy of
reaction.

This movement towards hierarchy and episcopacy
was especially felt in the churches of Paul. The
Jewish-Christian churches, on a lower level of vitality,
remained synagogues, and did not so decisively tend
to clericalism. On this account it was that argu-
ments on behalf of the doctrine which it was desired
to inculcate were conveyed in writings ascribed to
Paul. An Epistle of St. Paul was an authority of
extraordinary weight. Many passages in his authen-
tic letters already made much of the hierarchy, of
respect for the authority of elders. But to furnish
arguments of a still more decisive kind, three short
letters, supposed to be written by Paul to his disci^

1 Const. Apost. iii. 15, vii 31.